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CLP morning to you, Dr. Opium. I have taken the 
| liberty of introducing a young man to you, who is dif. 
ſturbed in his mind by thinking too much of late about religi- 
as you are well qualified by your learning, and experience 
on ; in theſe things,to afford him afſitance,I hope you will do 
.what you can, to recover him from his preſent dejected ſtate. 
. Dr. Opium. Moſt certainly, Sir; I am glad to ſee you, 
and ſhall attend to the caſe with great pleaſure. It 1s in- 
. deed a very deplorable ſtate for young perſons to be brought 
into ; there is no kind of melancholy ſo ſhocking, or dif- 

cult to remove, as that which proceeds from too cloſe an 

_ application to religion. Many people ſuppoſe they ought 
to be as wiſe as their, teachers ;- and by too deeply {tudying 
the bible, and other religious books, (eſpecially thoſe of an 

- _ enthuſiaſtic tendency) they become loſt to ſociety. Theſe 
things are too deep for young minds, and eſpecially for 
ſuch who have not had the adyantage of a learned educa- 

Gallio. Thank you, kind Sir, for your readineſs to af- 

_ Giſt us;7and TI have no doubt but, through your wholeſome 
+ - advice, the young man will get rid of his preſent notions, | 
and be as chearful as ever.  * | 

4 Dr Op. Pray fit down young man :—take a chair Mr 

| Gallio. Well, let us now have a little ears. to- 
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gether ; and don't be intimidated, but ſpeak. freely. "I find 


you are diſtreſſed in your mind, which indeed is plainly 


perceived by your countenance. Pray, what is the cauſe? . 
Diſcipulus. Sir, 1 am very ignorant, and have but little | 


learning. IP TANKS + IL £4 SRO UATTELY ONS 
Dr 0. So much the better, young man, Seeking after, 
knowledge has brought you into this way. I underſtand 
you ſtudy things which are too deep for you. It requires 


a great ſhare of learning.to underſtand religion. "The Bibl  . 


is a very difficult book indeed : there. are many. things init 
which: puzzle. the greateſt minds : nay, I dare venture .to 
ſay, there- are ſome too high for the capacity of the firſt 
Archbiſhop in the land fully to define : and if the great, 


the wiſe, and the learned, are incapable of ſolving theſe dif-' 


_ ficulties, no wonder that you ſhould be ignorant of them. 
_  *Gallio. Ah, worthy Sir! I haye often'told him ſo-my- 
{lf, but he would not be ruled. . He has lived with me full' 
fix years, and I challenge him to fay that he ever ſaw me 


6 


% 
.. 


; hows © 


_ read the Bible or any other deep book. 1 told him that if 


| we did our duty as well as we could, that was enough: 


God does not require any more of us than we are able to do. 

Dr Op. Very. true, Mr Gallo; a man will never be 
called to account for his ignorance. You may. hear the 
Bible read at Church every Sunday, and your duty ex- 
proped in a ſermon, God does not require perſons to neg-. 
e& their buſineſs, and ſpend their time on wweeb-daye, about 


religious enquiries. Well, young man, What is the pat- 


ticular thing that makes you uneaſy ? . Oe I9, 
Diſc. | am concerned about my ſoul, Sir. Tart a 

_ Dr Op... Coficerned about your ſoul, young man ! that' 

_ is a very extraordinary caſe indeed. Tr is time enough 
for you to think. about that,” You are now arrived at a 
period, when you ought to be thinking about when, how, 
and where you ſhall ſettle in the world. You are taking 


' Care about the ſoul, and negledling the: body : that will / 
alter your way of. 


never do,. young man; you m 


thinking. | Et | | 
Galli. I told you the very fame thing myſelf, did I not? 


He 
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He knows that this has been my conſtant concern ever 
ES. he knew me. I love my ſoul as well as he does, but 
Ty! not leiſure to think of it at preſent ; T have many 
to mind, that muſt be attended to. 
| ik 4 be ' "3g my maſter has many times talked to 
me of Piel things ; but ſtill, I cannot help being concerned 
about my ſoul : for I conf! der, that I may die before my 
apprenticeſhip expires, and have done with the world for 
ever: and 1f I ſhould die in my fins, what will become of 
my ſoul ?—[ Here he burſt into tears. Sg 
. , Dr Op. Mr Ga/ho, the young man is in a very bad way 
indeed ; he is very far gone, I affure you. [A/fide.] Don't 
diltiefs. yourſelf; you muſt -not indulge ſuch gloomy 
thoughts as theſe. It is time enough for you, thirty or 
forty years hence, to.think of death. IF you indulge theſe 
ideas, you will grow worſe and worſe. ' 
. © Dife. 1 atknowiedge, Sir, they make nie- very uneaſy; 
but I think again, ſhould I dic in the ſtate I am now in, 
how ſhall I eſcape the puniſhment. due to my fins? What ; 
will be my ſtate 1n another world ? | 
. Gallio, "This is always his. talk, Door, from \ morning 
wil night: he is enough to drive one mad ; he is always 
raving about his ſoul, death, and another world. I tell. 
him, % ſhould not think of theſe things, he will crack his 
brains: and indeed, to tell you the truth, ! am afraid he will 
hurt my family by talking of them. 
 *Dr Op. I hope not, Mr Gallio: you will no doubt do 
your duty, b by endeayouring to countera&t theſe things as 
much as poſhble. One in a family, of this turn of mind, 
_ cauſes trouble enough, where the misfortune happens. Thank 
God; none of my family are this way inclined ;- we are all 
at 
Oe Ah; Sir! I wiſh my mind was at peace : 1 woule 
give a thouſand worlds ; but at preſent-it is very. far from 
it ; for I often think, ſhould I not be born again, I cannot 
7 - the RE of God". | 
| . Gallic. 
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Galli There again, Door; that's another thing. bei? 
Pace 199 talking about, and which I could never_under- 
ſtand : He wants to be. born again. - How can that thing ; 
bet: | 
Dr Op. I will aſk him a queſtion t—Pray young man, 
was you ever chriſtened ? | | 

. Dife.. I fear, Sir, I am not a chriſtian ; and this is what, : 
concerns me ſo much. 9 

Dr Op. Not a chriſtian ! What are you then, a brute ? 2. 

Diſc. No Sir ;.were 1a brute, I ſhould have no. ſoul to 
| be concerned as + I am a rational creature, and have an” 
immortal ſpirit, - which muſt exiſt for eyer; and yet, I fear 
_ I am-not a clriiats, if E undeſtand the meaning of the © 


*Dr 0s. Why, a . Chriltizat 4 Sa a: chriſtian. Where Was. 
you: born? _ | 

Diſc. In the neighbourhood of this town. /... 

Dr Op. Very well; then you were born in Chriſtendom 7 
and I aſked you before, Was you ever chriſtened ?. _.. . -. 

© Diſe. I did not underſtand. you, Sir; 1 was chriſtened., 
at church, and my —_ and rag are now-, 
livin | | 
Dr Op. Was you ever confirmed ? | PEOPLE LT OETS 

Diſe. Yes, Sir, when I was about twelve years, þe'þ age Þ.:i 
but I don't. know I was b: me a chriſtian by either of. - 
theſe ceremonies. 
Dr 0p. Ceremonies, young man ! Don't trifle with ſuch 
things as theſe, I beſeech-you ; I cannot. bear blaſphemy. 
I ſuppoſe you, have forgotten your catechiſm, or you wox "if 
not have ſpoke thus. Were you not, by baptiſm, made 
« a member of Chriſt, a child 
_ * the kingdom of heaven ??” Theſe are out advantages, | 

furely—are they not ?. ah. 

Diſc. I confeſs, Sir,. that by. baptiſin , "p was autwardly | 
and by profeſſion received into God's viſible. church, but. T: 
want to be a chriſtian inwardly ; ; for the ſeripwrs fays*, go 
He is not a Jew, which is one wc ener; 5 neither is that ' 
ove | 7 TOa8 Sts TT afrvu8e 


LE 


9 Rom, ul, 28, 29, Mi 


of God, and an inheritor.of TERT 
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cireumcifion which ic werd.in the fie 7  Buthe => 

which i one inqvardly ; and circumciſion is that of the 

inthe j and not-'in the latter. © | 

. _ Galli. Shocking ! pray don't be ſo So -T told you 

that theſe things were too high for you an hundred times 

: over, and yet you-would not defift from purſuing them ? 

| and now you ſee what oy have brought youto z you are 
out of your mind, 

 *Dijfe. Would to God I were inmy vight mind ; 1 kave 

been beſide myſelf too long, but it was through i ON 

Lord, "what ſhall T do to be faved? © T 

.'Galks. There, Dottor, that is another of his mad 
ſpeeches! heis often crying, *What ſhall I do to be ſaved?” 

| when no danger is near him, nor any thing likely to hurt 
him. TI am ſorry Þ have troubled you with him, for he ap- 
pears incurable ; and therefore we will withdraw. Declan 
1s the propereſt place for him. 

- {Dr.- Op, Don't be-in a hurry Mr Gallio, I am not 
without hope of the young man ; he may hear reaſon and 
| be perſuaded to forſake theſe melancholy thoughts. Pray 

do you believe the ſcriptures ? 

'Dife. Yes, Sir ; I believe the ſcriptures are the word of 
God, but I am afraid I have no true faith. I want to be a 
believer, and then 1 ſhould have no doubt of being ſaved, 
fince Chriſt ſays, He that believeth ſhall be ſaved. 

Dr_Op. Young man, I tell you once more, you muſt 
not meddle with fuch deep things ; you have faith enough, 
1 darefay ; you are to do your duty, which is to fear God, 
__ and KEEP! his commandments ; ; that's the whole duty of | 
* man. 

 _ Dife. This does not appear to agree with what } was laſt 

- night. reading in the prayer-book, I think among the arti- | 
cles of the church : one of them ſays, < We are accounted 
« righteous before- God, only for the merit of our Lord 
« and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, by faith, and not for our own 
« works and deſervings.” F concluded; if that was true, 

then I, muſt be faved by faith 
| Dr Op. Do you know how long theſe articles * been 


made 
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do-you think men are no wiſer now than they were then. 
Although we are bound by our office to ſubſcribe. theſe ar- * 


- "ticles, and to pray in the words thoſe reformers have pre- 


ſcribed for us, yet our preaching clearly ſhews we don't at- 


tend to them; we conſider them as an old almanatk. 


11:28 have thought ſo .many times, and wondered at 


7 the contradiQtions I have heard between the pulpit and the 
_ deſk; and was led. to conclude that they could not both be - 


right: the deſk afſerting we are to be ſaved. by faith, and 
the pulpit by works. This led me to determine ,I would 
attend-ſome other place of public worſhip, in order that if 
poſſible | might learn which was the right way. 
Gallio, 'Tell the Door all about it: if you don't, I will; 


he ſhall not be deceived. Dodor! hei is turned Methodiſt, | 
_ and that is the truth. 


Dr 0p. Aye, aye! that explains the matter at once: I 
don't wonder at your preſent condition. I wonder that 
you are alive, young man; that you have not deſtroyed 
yourſelf before: now. Away with ſuch fellows ! they are 
not fit to live ; they turn the world upſide down. Would 
to God the legiſlature would enact ſome law to puniſh them; 


_ and, if poſſible, to extirpate them from the earth. -No 


perſon can tell what injury they do to ſociety. ;* 
_ Diſe. If this be their true condut and charater, I mil - 
take the name. - Pray, Sir, what is a Methodiſt ? Ks 
Dr 0p. A Methodiſt ! why every body knows what a 
Methodiſt is. I have told you their character before: IL 
can't help being in a paſhon when I think or work: of them : : 


there is no bearing them. 


Diſc. | hope, Sir, 1 have not offended you 3 £ did not 
mean to do it: I aſked you the queition merely for infor- _ 
mation, fuppoſing I might be miſtaken ; for the doctrines I _ 
heard preached in the chapel I have attended, were agree- | 
able to the 39 articles of our church, which . dechare. that - 


.. mankind have deſtroyed themelves by fin, and that their | 
© recovery can only be effetted by faith in the Lord Jeſus 
beer Baa we mult all be GRE muſt re« /; 


pent 3 


Ras \ \ 


E od © RT 
pill ;—and cer we- NO believe in Chriſt, or we-canvot- 
be faved. Iris this oy which has ſo greatly affefted 
my mind. | 

Dr Op. Well it may affet you ; ſuch: deep things are 
enGuph to drive you mad. - But pray, did they fay any 
thing about good works ? Did you mind that: among the 
reſt? -Did they tell you to fear God and keep his com- 
mandments? _,. 
 *Dife. 1 was going to inform you, Sir. They add, thine 
_ to be born again, 1s to have a total change of heart and life. 
 'To repent, is to have a godly ſorrow for fin, which will al- 
ways be attended with a forſaking of (in. 'That to believe 
on- the Lord - Jeſus Chriſt, ' is to: believe «the docrine of the 
goſpel reſpeing Chriſt, and ſalvation by him ; and to truſt 
upon him atone for ſalvation. That. this faith will be pro- 
ved by love to God, and our neighbour ;' that it will pu- 
_ rify the heart, and produce good works, :to. the glory of 

God, -and the benefit of mankind ;- for without: holineſs'no 
man can ſee the Lord : and— ; 

"Dr Op. They preach no* ſuch things ; ; they FI +: 
works; I have heard ſo an hundeed . tumes : LOOP preach 
nothing but faith ; I know it. O 

- Gall;o. Don't affront the DoRor in- bis own houſe ; S 0 
- warrant he knows better than you. - | 
The Door's ſervant enters the room with oh Gallon; 

ing meſſage to his maſter :—DoRor Smooth-tongue and. 

Parſon Gamble ſend their compliments to - you, and 

_ they are waiting to accompany you to. "Bquire Bounce's, 

to dinner] 

. © Dr GCp.My complements ; I will wait upon thens di ireQly, 

Well, Mr Gallio, you apd*the young man muſt excuſe me, | 
as I make 3 it a point never to let dinner wait; ſol wiſh you 
| 2 good morning : but I will lend the yourg man the beſt _ 
| beck in the world to read,” and ſhall be glad to ſee him at - 
an0ther time, when I am at leiſure. © Jt is the New Whole 
Duty of Man ; I will ſtep into my ſtudy and fetch it you. | 
_ *Gallio. You need not trouble yourſelf; Door, - I have 
It at + home 3 ; my father left it-me as a [egacys though I have: . 
never 


S OKs | Fs g ] 
never FP FIIORY to read it You have ſeen it, Diſcipulur, 
at my houſe 2. : | 

- Dife. 1 don't recolled ſeeing the Wiek Duy of Man 
in your houſe. 

*Galho. Tt is there, DoQtor, I know, though he had not. 
ſeen it; and he ſhall read it, and then wait upon you aguin. 
Good morning to you, Sir, and thank you kindly. _ 

Dr Op. Good day to you Gentlemen. But:hark ye, 
young man! you will be ſure to attend at the Sacrament next 
Sunday morning, at the pariſh-church ? device; 

Diſc. 1 an afraid my mind will be-to6 diſcompoſed to 
receive ſo ſolemn an ordittance. © * - / 

Dr Op. Pſhaw, Pſhaw ! diſcoropoſed ! | why that is the 


only thirg in the world to compoſe you. It has apthd 
_ thouſangs as bad as you. Did you know drunken Jer, Me 


- Gallo, who lived at the Red Lion ? 


Gallio. Yes, Sir, v very well z a fad fellow 1 iS EALAED 
_ Dr Op. Well; the day "ae ey he died, he was raving To 
about his ſoul, like this young man, and. had many fearful 
. things upon his mind ; ſo his poor. wife ſent for me: I 
gave thim the Sacrament ; and though he lived twenty-four: 
. Hours, and was quite ſenſible to the laſt, yet he never men- | 
| tioned his ſoul once afterwards. So don't be afraid, young 
.. man, But my friends will be VECTOR ſo ; muſt hurry. | 
$ $94. je | Good oveng. 
'D I A L O G U E I. 


- Di iſcipulue. 


TOUR ſervant, Sir. I have taken the liberty of waiting 
npon you again, to have a little more of your advices 
mbodiog my diſtrefſed ſituation, 
Dr 0p. What, are you diſtrefled (till, young man ? have 
you read the book I L IOOOOIES: to you when we laſt 


ogg 4 
Die. 


Cw 1] 


«Diſc! Pons Ge L have: carefully PEP IF APE 
_ -» Dr Op. Aye, what! and hot ealy in your mind! 
| that is amazing indeed. This book has done FI fn 
cafing the minds of perſons in your way. : 
"Dife. It does not- ſeem to deſcribe my caſe. | 
 -Dr 0p. Not deſcribe your caſe! Why, you are diſtreſſed 
about not having done your duty. and that: book tells you 
hoy to do it. 

: Dife. | Ah, Sir! ;my caſe anovad any deſcription that 
book gives of ſinners ; it ſeems far more deſperate. | 

*"Dr Op. I am ſorry for that indeed, young man ; 1 did 
not underſtand that you had been fo yery bad as that, when 
we converſed together laſt., _ 4 

Die. O yes, Sir, I'am te chief of Games "there is no 
| commandment but I have broken. . © 
Dr Op. What, young man !. have you broken all the 
commandments ; are you a' murderer, thief, and adulterer ? 

Take care what you 7 you-will be taken up and hanged. 
__ -»» Dif. I don't mean, Sir, that I have actually committed 

theſe things ; but 1 have broken each .of the commands, 
agreeable to our Redeemer's expoſition -of them, in the 
fifth chapter of Mattherv, where he ſays, that Wn ger 1s mur- 
_ der; pots obo luſt, adultery. The fins I have moſt to lament, 

'Hbeart bs +4 

"< Ds Op. Hoare ſins! Hajen fins! Why I never heard the 
name before : I have heard of all ſorts of fins, but never 
| heard of heart ſins. There are no ſuch things, young man : 
| you don't mean what you fay. 

Diſe. Ah, Sir | I am ſatisfied of their exiſtence, by the 
We moſt awful avidoncs, j 

| Dr. Op. Heart fins, you ſay. 1 have the beſt diQionary 
extant, and I will ſearch it before you : If there are any 
 fach' fins, wes ſhall find a ' deſcription of them there. 
 [Searches.] Heart fins; no, there is no ſuch expreſſion : : 
there is heart's eaſe, which. the diQtionary fays 1s a very 
curious flower. 

- "Die. T am not ſpeaking of flowers, Sir, but of noxious 
weeds, which obſtruct the growth of better fruit. Alas! 


my. 


+ F 1 5 83-ui © 
'm Y FRM ahaabotraliabingsy and deſperate] wickee*. 
D ou Op. Aye! deceitful above all things, ad dba. 
ly wicked ! What a dreadful bad heart you have! 

Diſc. Yes, Sir, every ions Ld the Me 97 of my 
heart, i only evil continually}. 

Dr Op. Shocking indeed? _ 

- Diſe. I have gone altray from God even 9 A the 
wombt. 'Fooliſhnels is ar. up in my heart. 'The ima- 
gination of my heart has been evil from my youth{|]. -'The 
good that I would, I do not, but the- evil which: I would 

not, that I do. 1 know that in me dwelleth no good | 
thing}. 

Dr 0p. Good God, young man, you aſtoniſh me! why * 
you are as bad as the devil you are not fit to live among 
Chriſtians.” - 

Diſc. Indeed, Sir, I am not : fans earthly; Gafad, 0% 
devilith,,. I have-infulted all the-divine perfe&tions ; ; I am 
_ under the curſe of God's holy law ;' condemned already 
as an unbeliever**; and every moment'expoſed to the wrath 
and vengeance of an offended God ; and if mercy, ſove- 
reign mercy, does not anugens I ſhall be - puniſhed with 
everlaſting deſtruction, from the preſence of the Lood, and 
from the glory of his powerfFt. 

Dr Op. Why you are worſe. than Cain, Aa even than 
Fudas, who betrayed our Lord. They were neither of 
them ſo vile as you are. 

Dife. 1 am truly vile. I abhor myſelf, and foaking theſe 
things I ſhould be pf Pas to utter deſpair ; did not the Bible . 
declare that the ſtate I am now deſcribing, is the ſtate of 
all men by nature. St Paul faysff, There is none righte- 
| ous, no not one + There is none that underſtandeth, bang 
_ none that ſecheth after God. They are all gone out We way, 
they are pg erg ren gd ; Heres is none that yore 
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good, no not one. We have al erred and fired from God's 
ways like loſt ſheep, and there is no health in us 
Dr Op. Aye, aye; fo'our liturgy ſays, and we add, 
Lord have mercy upon us, miſerable finners ; but T told you + 
; before, that our preaching clearly proves that we do not- be- 
_  Heve theſe things. Why, young man, were I or my cu- 
rate, to preach ſuch doctrines as theſe, we ſhould offend 
_ the whole pariſh. I fancy the *Squire would ſoon take 
himſelf away from the church, and: moſt of our. hearers too. 
- Old Roger the clerk; and: I, might do duty by ourfelyes. 
Butz thank God, 1 believe the generality of my pariſh are 
very honeſt, good ſort of people. They attend the church 

_ as often as they can, and very ſeldom miſs the facrarnent. 

 'They are not like you, young man ; no, thank God, they 

_ * have: not ſuch hearts, nor have they lived. ſuch liyes, 

_ Search the pariſh through; and' you will not' find a ſingle 
_ perſon that. knows any thing about heart fins ; they are very * 
r__ people, as. far as they know. . 
_ Diſc. Would to God th knew their own hearts, they 
would not a& as they do; for indeed, Sir, there are many 
very wicked people in our pariſh. . 
ite Op. Ah ! prove your words, young man z don't de» » 
fame honeſt charaQters ; take care what you fay. | 

+. Dife. Sir, 1 don't mention this to excuſe myſelf, or in- 
jure them ; but merely to convince you that your pariſh is 
not quite fo perfe& as you ſuppoſe. 

_ -»- Dr Op. Where will you find any ſuch charaQters? Point 
ec outs'+.: 5: 

Di iſe. Why, Sir, | thaws-i is ? »Squire Blufter, the Sefbien of 
raced is yery oppreſhve to the poor tenants, and you know 

'- almoſt every ſentence” he utters. There is- 

| Driver, his coachman, a very lewd, reprobate fellow. 

_ "There is. Mr Toper, at the fign of the King's Arms, will 
ſet down two for one, if not narrowly watched, and ſuffers 
tippling in . his houſe all Sunday :; and then there is old 
Roger, your clerk, ſeldom goes to' a funeral, but he comes 

away drunk. _ I have ſeen him ſtaggering at the grave, and 
could ſearcely by, Amen. And there 1 i$ old oo 
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"EO will very commonly curſe and ſwear, while he. is 


digging, or filling 'up. a, grave ;, and I. could name more EO 


; ſuch characters, 2& there were occaſion... 
- Dr Op. Perbaps'it may be fo ; but it would y + Al. 


become me to*quarrel with my pariſh for ſuch things. "Pray. 
where. will-you.figd a ?Squire that will not ſwear ſometimes, 


| or 2. Pariſh clerk. that does not love « drop of beer. . You 


- are too 'nice, young man. You will find very few, if any 
pariſhes, [better than mine 3 and you don't hear parſons 
quarrelling with : #heir flocks any.-more than  me.——Well, 
. young. manzj.as the. book, I recommended to you has not. 
done. you. the good I expected, 1 will give you another 
piece of advice :—Try good, chearful, merry companyy.an 
innocent. game at cards, a merry ſong, and ſo on. The 
Chriſtmas holidays are at hand, and then you will have. 
opportunity to amuſe yourſelf ;. with theſe and the bleſſing | 
- of God, I hope you will be better. 
Dife. 1 ſhould be afraid of offending God, by aſking 
-_ his bleſſing on. a game of cards, or ſuch amuſements as you 
recommend, .and I am determined never to engage 1n any 


| thing in future, but what I can reaſonably FINE 
ng « of Crod an. 


, % ; z . 
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-Dr Opi ; Ta: EY I Y 

ELL, young man, you look more Aleafbat this / 
EDS - you are .much better, I ho You 

7 wo loſt your wild | notions about heart ya =" 
LE Onerry: Chriſtmas ſeems to. have introduced a happy.: new - 


"Dife. I have great reaſon to bleſs God, Sir, 1 am myek 
& Fm dond in my mind than'l was ; but pies gow hu- 


: 
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DE Oe ON 
| Dr. Op. Well; well,' you will loſe - all theſe” gloomy 
thoughts by degrees : thank God you are better : I hope 
. my advice has not been in vain. 1 ſuppoſe you have been 
enjoying ſome chearful company, and diverting yourſe!f 

with ſome amuſements, fince I faw you. Hl 
- Diſc. No, Sir, 1 cannot engage in theſe things with 
pleaſure. My preſent peace has not proceeded from cards 
and company, but from a manifeſtation of God's pardoning 

| hJove, in the dear Redeemer. 'The diverſions of the ſeaſon 
| T have avoided, as improper for a Chriſtian at any time ; 
and moſt of all, when the birth of a holy Saviour is cele- 
brated. My leafure time has been employed in a more 
rational way. *® ES a epodts 
- Dr Op. What then, have you been at the facrament ? 
 Dife. No, Sir, I durſt not approach the table of the 

Lord, left I ſhould eat and drink unworthily. But a very 

worthy miniſter in the neighbourhood, by ſome means heard 

of my ſituation, and invited me to pay him a viſit, which 1 
gladly accepted ; and he ſoon underſtood my caſe : he knew 
what heart fins were : and when I had opened my mind 
freely to him, I perceived tears in his eyes, which I thought 
was a fad indication of the mifery of my ſtate ; but he 1im- 
 mediately thanked God, for the change . which he had ' 

wrought upon my heart. TI then found his tears were 

| tears of joy, for the Lord's goodneſs tome. He went to 

prayer with me, and prayed very affeQtionately for me in- 
| deed; and afterwards talked to me fo agreeably from the 
ſcriptures, that for the firſt time I had ſome hope. I- ſaw 
that, tho? I was loſt, Jeſus Chriſt came to ſeek and to fave 
fuch who were loſt. 'Though I was the chief of ſinners, 
yet Chriſt came into the world to fave ſinners : and though 

"was weak, yet Chriſt could help me : and though 1 had 


{ - nothing to merit falyation, yet the falvation of the goſpel 


was offered to me_ without money and without price. 
'Theſe things gave me ſome hope, and I faid, who can tell 
but Jeſus Chriſt. will ſave me ? _ | 
 Dr.. Op. Aye, aye !* that man is a rank enthuſiaſt, be | 
who he will. Pray -where'does he live? OE 
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© Dife. MG V4 name is Evangelift Fi he/lives' at=— 
. Þr 0. T know him by name; as rank a Methodiſt as 
_ ever lived; He is noted all about the neighbourhood for 

_ driving people mad :- ſeveral have been with me who have 


| been hurt in their minds by him ; but thank God, I believe _ ; 


- they all went away pretty eaſy. That fellow deſerves to 
be ſent to; priſon. I hear he intends viliting pariſh ;_ 
but if he does, I'll engage to cure him at once : 1 will dif. 
charge the whole pariſh from going to hear him-z and Lam 
fare *Squire Bluſter will turn out every tenant, and diſ- 
charge every workman that comes within'the ſound of his 
voice. Did you tell him you had been with me? - . 
Diſc. Yes, Sir, I told him how kind you. had been to 


| me; and that you had recommended me to-read a book 


called, [The New Whole Duty of man : that you adviſed 
-me' to go into chearful cppany, and take” it ſacrament | 
_ to compole me. . l 
Dr Op, Well, what did he Hay to- that? | CD 
- - Diſc. He ſhook his head, $rog [ thought,. ſeemed. con- 
| cerned. He aſked me whether your converſation had been 
of any uſe'to me : I told him that you did not ſeem to. un- 
derſtand my caſe ; and -that you ſiniled when I talked to 
ou about Gore 'F fins ; and ſearched the difionary to find 
Sem, but could not. | 
Dr Qp. Well, did he find them in bis diQionary ? | 
. Diſc. He did not look for them. He obſerved, that 
.an enlightened finner has no occaſion to refer to dicion- 
-aries for heart fins + the proper place to find them, is in 


the glaſs of God's law, which declares, that the thought . 


of fooliſhneſs is fin*. And he further obſerved, that every 
hour too. clearly _ manifeſted - their exiſtence. He. then 
| wa to lend me a book, calied, 'Tnus Comprere 
__ _Dvury or PRA to read, faying, it would be of uſe to 
 .-M& 


Dr 9p. 


'® ; xxiv_ 9.. 


+ This excellent Book well agrees with its title, and is 
praakn gd the Crabs peruſal of every ſerious Meats after 


apt OF OY 365. L 


Dr Op; There, you ſee, we are of one mind in recom- 
- *mending the Whole Duty of Man. 

: Diſe. Yes, Sir, ſo'I' told him, and obſerved to him that 

it' did not ſ.it my caſe. He 'anſwered, there are. two 

| books nearly of the- ſame Wy one very EIN Re 
very defeCtive. 

Yr Op. Pray, young man, what fault have you to } 
in that excellent book, which has paſſed through twenty- 
five. editions, and is to be found'in almoſt every houſe in 
England, 

Die. Why, Sir, it ſes, in' the. title-page and pre- 
face, to explain the fah as well as pra&ice of a Chriſtian. 

Lhe author finds fault with: the O/d Whole duty of Man, 
R—_ it is all about morality, and does not explain faith 
propenye 

Dr Op. Very well; and-does not the New hole Du- 
ty of Man treat of faith ? 


Diſc. Yes, Sir, but ina: hkil_s ings; I think; hs - | 


in page'the 10th, of the book; you recommended, tlie au- 
thor ſays, God did enter into a: new covenant, by: way 


« of remedy for what was'paſt, and could:not' be:undone j - 


_ © which, as may be fully- colleted: from the goſpel was - 

« to this purpoſe ;— That on: condition of ' man's: ſtedfait 
« faith, ſincere repentance, and per qr obedience; he ſhould 
« be reſtored, through Chriſt, to 's favour ; and after 
« death, to that life wi” kuppineſs which” was- promiſed to 
our firlt parents, without taſting 'of death. And the 
. © condition on God's part of the: covenant. the remiſhon 
«© of fins, is always ready to be made good, if we: fail not 
«® 6n our part of having worthily repented and reformed 
& qur lives. Our Saviour has made a fall, perfe&, and 
« ſyſcient ſacrifice, oblation, and Gaituion, for the fins 
« of the whole world ; he has ſuffered. a cruel gnd ignomi- 
& nious death upon the croſs for our fakes ; and by his 
& death and ſufferings has purchaſed this grace for us, that 


_ « real repentance and ſincere obedience {hail be accepted 
' © inſtead of innocence.”. | | 


* 
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Pr Op. Well, is not chat: good dodtine? It. FROTY 
have preached all my life-time. , _ - 
_  Dife. O, Sir! if my falation depends « on  perfet - ” ny 
_ dience,"woe be to me !' for; « I cannot. pray but I fin ; ' oa 
cannot hear a ſermon, but I fin 3 I cannot. give an alms, 
« or. receive the ſacrament, but 1 fin : nay, I cannot fo 
+ muchas: confeſs "my fins, - but my very confeſſions are 
« ſtill/ aggravations of them ;. my repentance needs. to be 
< repented of, my tears want waſhing, and the very. waſh- 
« ing of - my tears needs ſtill to be waſhed oyer gain with 
< the blood .of my Redeemer.” — 6: 

. Dr Op. Stop, ſtop, young man ; you 20 roo far. 

- Dife. Sir, 1 repeat the words he” Biſhop Beveridge. | 

Dr 0p. But then, juſt afterwards,. the Ga tells you, 
that the condition. of the goſpel-covenant 1 18-not a perfect, 
unfinning - obedience, but. a fincere endeavour to obey all 
"the-commandments, 
- Diſe. Then, Sir, he contradicts himfelE, and how fan [ 
- | believe him? Beſides, in the ſame page, he ſays, © Nothing 
_ + but a good life will entitle us to the favour of God.” < 

And if FA what : muſt 1 do ? What muſt become of me ? 

"This: doctrine, - Sir, is enough to-drive a man to defpair. 
In the Comyieres Duty or Man, which the Miniſter 
lent me, theſe things are properly explained.. I- ſee. that 
Chrift muſt be my righteouſneſs ;—that faith and” repen- - 
_ tance are the gift of God, which. I humbly believe. the- 
Lord will beſtow on me. As to fincere. obedience, it 1s an- 
expreſſion i in every wicked. man's .mouth, aud deceives ma= - 
ny# 4t is a. mere noſe of wax, and may.be made to ſuit 
"eyery-man's. ſtate, be it ever. ſo vile, for moſt men will a{- 

fert that-. their obedience. is:fincere, True faith in. Jens 
'  Chriſt+ will make a. man fincerely obedient indeed ; for. 
"Faith worketh by love. The Complete-Duty of Man was. 


; —_ by a Mr Yenn, a very pious and judicious Miniſter 


-, -Dr. Op; A. judicious Miniſter, do you ſay ! What, and 
afſert ſuch things-as you have. been mentioning | Why, he - 
18:2 rank |entbuſiaſt, young man z none but ſuch charac- 


INE ates Re or believe ſuch dodrines. Dit ES Ih, 
: Diſe. 


R ks ot 
Diſc: Sir, he is a Miniſter of the Church of England, a 
Clergyman ; and I find there are many ſuch worthy men 
"Dr Os. A Clergyian i het Aye, hemaj be « Cl 

. © * Dr Og. pyman 1s he! Aye, he may be a F- 
man, Fo yet an enthufialt. There are many 0p AM 
ſtamp crept into our Church lately. I think-the Devil is 
.in the Biſhops for ordaining ſuch fellows. 'Fhey are al- 
ways crying out againſt the dignity of human -nature ; tell. 
ing Sek they muſt be converted, regenerated, and born 
again ;—that they muſt be faved alone by faith in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And they preach as much abont the | 
influence of the Holy Ghoſt, as though they lived in the 
time of the Apoſtles. For my part, I don't ſee what buſi- | 
'nefs we have to diſturb people's minds alout theſe things : 
let men do their duty, and that's enough : what have we to 
do about faith ? It is how a man lives, and not what he 
believes, that will fave him. One would almoſt ſuppoſe ' 
that ſome of thoſe who compoſed our Liturgy were riſen 
, from the dead, for the cant of ſuch Clergymen is quite 
of a piece with theirs. + _ y | 
| _ Die. Indeed, Sir, T conceived faith to be of great 
importance, fince Chriſt fays, He that beheveth not [ball be 
damned. And to be ſure, Sir, this book does agree exactly 
. with the Articles and Liturgy -of our Church ; and I 
thought that was quite conſiſtent with the author's profeſ- 
ſton, being a Clergyman : and though he inſiſts that ſaka- 
tion can ohly be obtained ' by faith in 'the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, yet no book ever recommended holineſs more than 
| this. And Iſhoutd think, if the Biſhops were ſuch*per- 
ſons as the Apoſtle Paul deſcribes they ſhould be, in his 
firſt epiſtle to Fimothy, the third chapter, ver. 1-7. and 
in his firſt chapter of the epiſtle to Titus, ver. 6-9. they 
would have no objeftion to ordain ſuch men, nor be out of 
their duty in thus acting — WE ot 75 
\ ,. Dr Op. Don't talk to me about profeſſions.” | A man 
. , Opht to preach ſo_ as to pleaſe his people. I and my 
pariſhioners are all of one mind "about rehgion, »for ought I 
know to the contrary ; for we have generally _——_—_ 
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elſe-to attend to when we meet. The Church is the place 
for religion ; and let men ſay what they will about religion, 
mine is fixed; and all the world ſhall not turn me. My: 65 
family have been of this profeſhon for ages, and I ſee no 
reaſon to change my opinzon. . I will go to Heaven my 
own way, and take as many of my flock with me as chule * 
to follow me. Thank God, I bave a good heart, and am 
afraid of nothing. My pariſh and I hare lived in 
ever fince I have been Vicar, and I hope we ſhall die fo: 
however, I will do nothing to prevent it. You and 1, 
| young man, are of different opinions ; ſo ir does not Ggnify 
FF my' having any further converſation with you upon v4 
- ſubjets. You and Parſot Evange/s/t may be ſaved your 
way, and 1 will go to Heaven my own.——Youy are very - 
welcome to all the advice I have given to you ; and if you . 74 
prefer your own opinion, take it ; but I beſeech you not | 
. to diſturb the minds of any of my pariſhioners with your 
ſentiments. So farewel. «The ol : 


4A Worp from a Traveler ond a Friend to his 
EIEs Neighbour. LA 
LF-OU have > foul, and it is inimortal. - You mult bye - 


4. for ever, with Satan in hell, if not with God in heg- 0 
en. Do you think of this? Have you a ſerious thought = | 
about this ” M55 matter ? Surely, you are not unconcerned — -:::.81 
about it. O'thatyou may be be. wiſe, and conſider ! And 0 j 
give me leave-to aſk, What ſtate is this ſoul of your's in? -* | 
Is it in a tate of falvation, or of nature ? Fit for glory, or - :.- 
_ tit only: for miſery? Prepared, or unprepared ? Verily, it |} 
its worth while to enquire. | Þ 


Do not take it for granted that you are right ; you my. | 
be wrong. 'Phere may be ground for ſuſpicion. Examine 


P favs - Is not the examination needful-? Inquire a _ 
not the inquiry important? What importance is to be 
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_ compared toit? None. Your ſoul is worth a/world,. And 
_ what would it profit you, if you gained the whole world, 
and loſt your own ſoul? Yea, your ſoul is of more value 
- than fthouſands of worlds. [Think what you loſe, if you - 
_Ttoſe your ſoul ;' and what you gain if it be faved! How 

' awful it will 'be, if you-are loſt ; how bleſſed, if you be 
faved'! Stop then, and refle&. . Life is ready to 'cloſe ; 
death is near ; the Judge ſtandeth' before the door ; eter- 
vity (folemn word !) eternity is-at hand. , Take the wiſe 
man's advice, Prov. xix 20. * Hear counſel and receive 
« inftruction ; that thou mayeft be wiſe at thy latter end.” 
But do you know that you are ſaved now, and ſhall be faved 
| for ever? Let me aſk you, and put you-upon the intereſt- 
_ ing ſearch. In doing this, 1 mean nothing but God's ho-. - 
Nour in your foul being ſaved by his goſpel-truth, revealed 
- in his bleſſed word, and that you may not be deſtroyed for 
Jack of knowledge. This, and nothing but- this I aim at 
in my writing, 'as God knoweth : he knoweth that I lie 
not. May he bleſs what I fay ! You fee my purpoſe in 
writing 3 i hope your*s is the fame in reading. Truly, this. 
ts your own intereſt ; your own good ; your preateſt of 
_ all concerns, _ Eyery other concern is trifling ; every impor- 
_ tant one is, comparatively, unimportant. Now, them: at- 
Suffer me to aſk you the firſt great queſtion. Do you. 
know that you are a finner? Poſhbly, you have not felf- 
| knowledge. Have you found out your fins ? Perhaps, 
_ _ Hot. ' You may acknowledge in words, "that you are a uy 
\ Her; but is your heart broken with a ſenſe of it ? Should 
' you want proof of being a finner, I give it you my aſking, 

$ not your life unholy ? Do you not indulge vain thoughts; . 

| Took evil words; do: bad ations ? Probably you break the 
1abbath ; idle away your time ; keep bad company ; har. 

_ . bour envy in your heart ; uſe deceit with your lips ; give 


- Way to luſt ;-negle& your neighbour ; oppoſe God's people ; 


"riſes?" Are you not finning agai 


_-and, oft are guilty of HI behaviour : and are not you. paſhon- 

_ ate; ſelf-willed ; covetous, worldly-niinded.?” and if you | 

., are n6t profligate as a.publican; are you-not-proud as a Pha- 
ink God by EY 
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nels, if not by NY evil ? Think, now; PO THE 9-6 ſinner 
"you are} Dozs not- conſcience accuſe and condemn you 
For fin, as well-as God's word.charge you with it ? And, 
_ -Faſk'too,-Is the remembrance of all this grevious'to you, 
and "the burden of it intolerable ?: Do, your fins make 
_ "miſerable; yea, more-miſerable than the ſoreſt bodily Pra ; 
. -nefſes, and the heavieſt} worldly loſſes? Do you+ feel your- 
Kif at Tg every day to be that miſerable (inner, which 
| ; you a7 oo are, in-your confeſſions in! the church, on the 
Lord's ? Do you'thus confeſs all the week? Do you - 
"ſee that you * we lod and/ undone, and deſerve God's wrath 
for your'fins ; and wonder you are not m hell ? gag 50-7 ; bi 
_ -tov, you are as evil within as-you are without. 'The fpring 
"3s internal; the' ſtreams- are] external.” - Therefore I uy FM 
«aſk, Whether you: lament the fin'of your ' heart;-as well: as 
your life? Read: the 1 gth chap( 20 Sn Lake, the 51 Pfaltn 


We John zvii. 8. and pray that: Go@s” "Phi woult\con- . 


| 'vitxe you of fin. If, after all this, you ſhould deny that — | 
' /yoware ſuch @ ſinner, I muſt, tell in. order to: ſhew _ 


: you, that-you- have broken Gotl's Jaw ; yea, every: com- _ 
mandiment; and ſo you-are a ſinner, under its condemnation 


© _ and curſe,” - If you think/not,. read Romans, chap. iii, and 
chap: vii: and James ii. 10, 11. and'Gal. iii. 10. Beſides, 
__ you muſt -0bſerve, that if you are a churchman,. you ſay, 


ho Cas = cena « Lord, have mercy upop us,” 


Do you believe: you have broke each commandment ? 
a Do you thus"ery- out for mercy, becauſe you ſee you have 
- finned apainſt every one-? Does your heart feel this con- 

__fſfionand re ek aoole ?”'Phis cry is needleſs if the law 
be: kept; needful, wy x Whit See .now, inſtead. of 


: . keeping, you have LEdh every commandment. Youican- 


' not be- ſaved by your own righteouſneſs. Your own doings 
will not fave yu : becauſe the law, being fpiritual, con- 
— _demns' 

"you? Read & Pros chap. iii—Attend' me again. 
What think you of Chriſt ? Do you believe in him z He 

is an able precious Saviour to every believing ſoul. Have 
"you ſaving faith ? Perhaps, not. Perhaps: you are. truling 
_ to your own TIAL and reformations, i ina (dlf-righteous 
ph way 
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you be fayed'by that which.condemus - 
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way, and your own well-ſpent life, (as ſome-ay) inſtead of 
| Chris nee ies ub $7B..anh If fo, you bave og 7 in 
.himi.; you. do not, indeed, | believe in' the: Saviour...In this 
_ caſe you have, and can have, as long-as it remains, ;no'part 
_ ip: the- goſpel-ſalvation ;' no intereſt in Jeſus... . Here you 
| - Build on the ſand, not. on the rock. And, \if you die as 
27= are, you will be loſt for ever. He will: reje&. you at 
_ Jalt as an unbeliever. | How dangerous. is Your tate ! How | 
deplorable--your condition !' 'How foukruning your unbe- 
lief !- See Matt. vii. 21, 22, 2 3+ Mark. xvi. 16.” and John 
11.18, 36. O that you may think of this, and go to Chriſt 
_ in prayer and faith, a-ſinner. humbled; -renouncing ſelf! 
He alone can be the. Saviour, of ' your ſoul, by.his blood, 
. righteouſneſs, and grace, through. your faith in;him. Say 
you, © God be merciful tome a finner,” and he will fay, 


-« -Look-unty mes and be ye ſaved.” Let your enquiry be 
___ - «What ſhall Fiedo-to "af er 2? and the Apoſtle's anſwer 
_ _ - will be, # Believe on. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou 
ſhalt be faved.”; Read the 3d chapter to the Romans, and 

| ſee St Paul's .cafe in Philip..in. Pray over theſe ſcriptures, 

- that:the Holy-Spuzt may -apply them , powerfully, comfort- 
bas ome ſo experimentally, to your beart. Again, _ -. 
4 mee put you upon inquiring about your knowledge of 

_ falvation, in the view of the important doctrine of regenera- 
© tion, or the new birth. Are you bbrn again? Have you expe- 
- rienced fuch- a work of God upon-your ſoul, that you can 
tell what he has done: for it ?: This 1s a very.peedful inquiry. 

_- See the need and nature of this regenerating work in John, 

- chap. iii. and the-effetts of it in 1 John iti. 9. iv. 7. and 

' v. 4- See how plain and expreſs the ſcripture is. And here 


- - remember, 'that you muſt not- conclude that you are ſpiri- 


tually and favingly born again, becauſe you may have been 

baptiſed with water. | The water is only outwardly on the 

. . body, but the ſaving baptiſm is inwardly gn the ſoul, The 

_ new birth 1s the inward. change in the heart, wrought by 
_ | God's Spirit, and makes you a new creature in Chriſt ;'in 

* Which experience 0'd things paſs away, and all things be- 

_ come new. It will make you love ſpiritual things, woyeh 
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- before you hated ; and bate carnal things, which before you - 


- loved. You will be what you was not, and do 


_ what you did not before, your Godly ſpirit and life will evi- 


©. dence the godly change, O then, pray earneſtly for an | 


. experimental knowledge of converſion. 


ut, Perhaps, you live without prayer. Many do "I 


_ tirely. Or, you ſay only an old, ihort, poor form; and 
you have no meaning in it ; your hearts feel nothing in it 3 
you gain nothing by it, for you have no anſwer to it. You 
ſee, this is not prayer. You do not pray as a beggar. How 


can you be right, who have never prayed to God? And 

if you live without prayer, what hopes can I have of you. _ 
O, think of all this for God's ſake, and for your ſoul's::*; © _ | 

ſake. Be in earneſt; read your bible much, medita. -* || 


more, and pray moſt of all. Do not deſtroy, but keep? 4.50 
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this paper. Read it again for your own ſoul, and-th 
lend it to your neighbour for his. —And now my: 


advice is ; particularly, that you may have a miniſter}:fent 

| of God, inwardly, as well as outwardly (fee Rom.'x. 14, _ 
15. and Matt. ix. the three laſt verſes) which will prove 
himſelf a faithful inſtruftor in Chriſt, and a true paſtor af. © 


\ "ter God's own- heart, that will feed you with knowledge 


and underſtanding, as Ananias inſtructed: St Paul, Philip, - Bos | £2 


-the Ethiopian, in As viii. St Paul, Lydia, in Ads xvi, © - - 
and Peter, Cornelius, in Acts x.—And now lay, God -- 
bleſs the traveller's word to my ſoul ; and bleſs him for it! 


Amen. 
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